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Brief historical background . AR

1920s-1930s: Debates over
formation of ‘state police’ or
auxiliary forces

1932: Street battles over pay
reduction leave Reykjavik
police force out of action

1939: Talk of establishment of
‘security service’. Letters
Inspected

z - Hermann Jonasson, chief of police
PM Jonasson main proponent 1929-34, prime minister 1934-42

British and US forces in WW!II| (and 1956-58)
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Times of fear ... sl

‘When the lackeys of the USA put
the new act of treason before
Parliament, the people of
Reykjavik will gather in tens of
thousands and protest, and
prevent MPs — who the nation will
get rid of — from passing it and
ensuring that the case will be put
to the whole nation.’

Socialist organ Thjoédviljinn, 25
March 1949
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Surveillance operations begin I, A

‘Since the quoted statements
of Thjodviljinn indicate that
Parliament is to be prevented
by violence to perform its
duties, the conclusion is
reached that, for the time
being, conversations in the
following telephones here in
town shall be observed, and
the contents noted, for further
use by the police.’

Court order, 26 March 1949

Odense, 11 Januar 2007




‘Security Service’ from 1950 W SO

o

H'im “ w|;||‘|m|iw‘ s

Arni Sigurjonsson (extreme left), immigration
officer (later head) and member of the ‘Security
Service’

Pétur Kristinsson, appointed
to the ‘Security Service’ upon
its formal foundation,1 March
1950
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Tasks of the ‘Security Service’ . AR

 Collect information about communists and communist
sympathisers

« Special emphasis on employees at airports, harbours,
telephone exchange, radio, customs, power stations, herring
factories.

« Special emphasis also on Eastern bloc diplomats.
Undated memorandum, probably from 1950-1951.

* ‘There were no personal details there or anything like that ...
[but rather] participation in politics and social activities. This
wasn’t unique in Iceland, it was all based on the precedent
from Scandinavia where everything was on a larger scale
than over here; one could easily see that.’

Interview with police officer B. Eliasson, 2004.
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Tasks of the ‘Security Service’

Initially a small unit (Sigurjonsson and Kristinsson,
sometimes other ‘trustworthy’ police officers)

Two phone tapping operations in 1951
— Dwight D. Eisenhower visit, January 1951
— Return of US troops to Iceland, May 1951
— Both cases, well-known socialists/communists and opponents of US
presence
Phone tappings permitted:
— To investigate ‘serious crimes’
— When ‘the security of the state’ is at risk
— Suspicions but no evidence of long-term phone tappings

Legal basis of the ‘Security Service’:
— No specific law on its foundation and existence, no observatory role
— Secret funding, but costsexaminedoby state auditer



The ‘leftwing-regime’, 1956-1958 "

‘| told the [foreign] minister
that the department had
actually continued its work,
albeit on a reduced scale, as
It was unclear to me what the
government wanted, since
the ministers had not
discussed these matters with
me, but | did not want to be
responsible all by myself or
act solo in these matters.’

Sigurdsson memorandum,

/
. /
‘s ; Il"

Sigurjon Sigurdsson, chief of police
23 January 1957 1947-1985 (picture taken in 1972)
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rban guerrillas in a land of no ‘urbs....vu.-

BLYRTAY

DAGENS NYREETER. ¢

Vecka 17 Tisdagen den 21 April 1970

Tupamaros in
Uruguay

The small town of

Islindsk revolution’

boérjade 1 Stockholm

Ambassaden ockuperad

Kopavogur, near
Reykjavik
‘Kopamaros’
The ‘Wild Left’
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i besittning spred man [lygblad frin balkongen
och fonstren. Den islindska janan halades ned
och ersattes med en knallr

3 ielindska ambassaden pi Kommen-

dirsgatan i Stockholm ockuperades ph
mindagsformiddagen av elva islindeka stu.
denter, Innan de gick till aktion meddelade
de tidningarna i Stockholm sin avsikt, och vil
inne pi ambassaden spred de flygblad frin
balkongen och fonstren.

Ockupationen genomfirdes "som en pro-
test mot Jslands medlemskap i Nato och den
inrikespolitiska situationen pi Island”. T
flyghladet bekinde sig studenterna till

de burit ut honom frin ambassaden. Studen-
terna slapptes pi mindagseftermiddagen. De
hade di delgivits misstanke om olaga intring
och i nigot fall olaga tving. Blir de italade
och domda kan de fi hotesstraff.

Ockupati av islindsh I 1
inleddes strax efter klockan 11 pi formid-
dagen. Studentgruppen tringde sig in pi
ambassaden och bad de tvii ambassad
minnen, ett skrivbitride och ambassadens
chargé d’affaires som fanns i lokalerna ant

iirldsrevolutionen pi socialistisk grund™.
Polisen kunde dock efter tvd timmar av-

hysa ockupanterna. Enligt en polisanmilan

frin chargé d'affaires, Hannes Hafstein, hade

’ W

. Diirefter reglade de dirren och
vigrade sedan att Gppna. Do svarade inte
heller i telefonerna.

Se sidan tio

FOI0: AKE MALMSTRC u
Efter tvi timmars ockupation avhystes de elva studenterna en efter en utan protester. Efter forhir hos polisen slipptes de.




‘Detailed and efficient card index’ W, S

"The “Security Section” collect what information they can
about Soviet Bloc Diplomatic Mission Staffs, Icelandic
Communists and Communist sympathisers. They keep
a detailed and efficient card index of such names.’

‘One of two lecturers at the University are known to be
communist sympathisers as are a number of
headmasters of schools. The Director of the News
Deparment of the Icelandic State Radio ... is a well-
known communist sympathiser, but there is surprisingly
little evidence of this in the radio news programmes.’

‘The State of Security in Iceland’. Report for the British
Cabinet Security Policy and Methods Committee, 1972
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Dbad er 1ongu vitad medal peirra,
sem standa vinstra megin { stjorn-
méilunum 4 Islandi, ad logreglan
hefur Gti ymsar adferdir til ad
skrasetja athafnir og nofn folks,
sem er talid hafa hattulegar skod-
anir, Simhleranir eru stundadar
hérlendis sem erlendis - ennfremur
vinnur 1ogreglan ad pvi ad skraset]ai
komminista, Sfi spjaldskrd, sem
logregla.n hefur yfir rotteekt ok,
hefur ni fengid sma vidbot, A 1.
mai 8.1, voru logreglupjonar i
borgaralegum klaednadi 4 ferd og
flugi med ljosmyndavélar (med ad-
drattarlinsum) og ljosmyndudu peir
ospart gongu Rauds framvardar
m.a, Bladamonnum Stéttabaratt-
unnar tokst ad festa einn peirra
mynd - Grétar Nordfjord. heitir
hann vist - hér sést hann beina
vopni sfnu ad gongu Rauds fram-
vardar,

Vid beinum peirri dskorun til allra
sem verda vitni ad pessari starf-
semi logreglunnar ad lata okkur
vita - og adstoda okkur vid ad af-
hjlipa pessa idju peirra,




Sources and public debate i e

 Situation during the Cold War and
afterwards:
— Suspicions and allegations but no
confirmation or public knowledge of the

existence and activities of the Icelandic
‘'security service’

 Revelations in 2006:

— Sources on phone tapping, registration of
subjects and surveillance of Warsaw Pact
embassies

— Lack of sources still a problem!
— The “Great Firg,, of 19/6 0r 1977°...
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5/11-48

I slutningen af september m&ned holdt DKPs central-
komite et mede, hvor det bl.a. blev besluttet at nedsmtte
et udvalg, bestéende af WARTIN NIELSEN, f.d.12/12-1900 i G8d-
vad, SVEND NIELSEN, f.d.1/8-1909 i Kbhvn., PETER ALFRED JENSEN,
£.4.7/7-1903 i Arhus og HARTVIG HOJSTRUP SORENSEN, f.d.11/1-
1803 i Nerresundby.

Dette udvalg skulle tilrettelmgge savotagen i Danmark
under en evt. engelsk eller amerikansk besmttelse, ligesom de
skulle indkalde tillidsmmnd til fortrolige meder i DKPs fag-
lige sekretariet og mundtligt give dem anvisninger pi sabota-
gens tilrettelmggelse og af tillidsmemndene modtage planer over
virksomhedernes mest sfirbare punkter.

Den 28/10-48 indkaldte ovennmvnte udvalg folgende tillids-
mend til mede i det faglige sekretoriaet:JOHAN HEKRY NEBELONG,
£.4.3/11-1902 i Ringkebing, boende Hummergesde 3,3.,tv.,Kbhvn,
specialarbejder hos "B & W", HERLU¥ CHRISTIAN LYNGE HANSEN, f.d.
26/9-1912 i Nibe, boende Store mellevej 26,st.,Kbhvn., tillids-
mand hos Schulstad og Ludvigsens bradfabrikker, boende strand-
lodsvej, VILLY CARLO ANDREASEN, £.4.28/5 1911 i Arhus, boende

Hesgensgade 43,st..,Kbhvn., forman d for skibsverftsarbejdernes
forbund, Nansensgade 30, GILBERT EMANUEL QAQEENSEN, f.d.8/9-
1905 i Xbhvn., boende Ulvefodsvej 7, 1.,tv.,Kbhvn., tillids-
mand hos "B & W", KAJ PETERSEN, ukendt, tillidsmand for skibs-
teomrerne p& Refshalecen, og VOIMER S¢RENSEN, tidl. kasserer i
distrikt 4, nu p2& kommunistisk foranledning ansat p& Holmen
som arbejdsmand.

Disse tillidsmend fik ordre %il at forberede og indsen-
de tegninger og plener over sabobageobjekter samt til at ind-
kalde andre kommunistiske tillidsmend til fortrolige meder om
planlmggelse af sabotage. Det blev meddelt, a2t man efter ordre
fra det sidst afholdte mede i Oslo skulle intensivere arbejdet
ved fremkaldelse af uro og strejker, og at partiet matte vmre
forberedt pA en evt. aggression fra politiets side.

Man var klar over, at engelsk og amerikansk indflydelse
gjorde sig mere og mere geldende i Danmark, og at det antikom-
munistiske arbejde i Europa var forsterket. Som modvegt herover-
for métte der trmffes foranstalininger af sdvel ekonomisk art
som ved tilrettelmggelse af sabotage. Det blev i denne forbin-
delse oplyst, at det beleb p& 300,000 kr., der for tiden indsam-
les til "Land & Folk", ikke som man officielt gav udtryk for,
skulle bruges til bladet”s almindelige arbejde, men skulle vmre

et hjelpefond til brug under stre jker og for partiets ledende
msmnds eventuelle illigalitet. Tillidsmendene fik ordre til at

= =

forberede deres illigale bopmle og at indsende meddelelse
herom til udvalget.

HERLUF HANSEN erklsrede, at han p& sit arbejdssted
allerede havde udarbe jdet planer, sdledes at man straks
var i stand til at afbryde enhver elektrisk kraft til fabrik-
ken.

Udvalget beordrede HERLUF HANSEN til at sege kontakt
med tillidsmzndene inden for RIFFELSYNDIKATET ,VABENARSENALET
og HERENS TEKNISKE KORPS.

GILBERT CARSTENSEN oplyste, at han pd Refshalecen var
i stand $il med kort varsel at smtte alle vigtige maskiner
ud af funktion, idet tro partikammerater var anbragt pi de
mest s&rbare steder.

VILLY ANDREASEN skulle fra sit fagforeningskontor ud-
sende informationer sé&vel af mere almindelig art som fortro-
lige meddelelser.

P& forespergsel om partiets stilling i tilfmlde af rus-—
sisk besmttelse, svarede ALFRED JENSEN, at man officiel mit-
te tilkendegive et modsmtningsforhold til enhver fremmed be-’
smttelse af landet, men at man i realiteten p& enhver méde
ville stette en eventuel russisk besattelse af Danmark med
vibenmagt og sabotage.




33, The keystone of U.S. interests in Iceland in the foreseeable
future is awareness on the part of the government and people of Iceland
of the communist threat and their willingness to: (1) continue the
Defense Agreement under which NATO troops man the Keflavik Afr Base, and
(2) undertake appropriate measwes to ensure Iceland's internal security,
To this end the actions contained in the follewing paragraphs are recom—
mended.

_34a The U.S. should continue and expand its programs,: kR

..
R

133122500211 designed tos
a, Reveal to the Icelanders the history of communism and ita
basic incompatibility with Jceland's culture.

Responsible Agencys UWSIA |

I# s s s tesssmsssnsnsnsnnnannssnss
B

b. Make clasr the potential communist threat, from within and
without, to Iceland's continued independence and devotion
to weatern traditions.

.R-ams\.lbk.mw.l. B

¢+ Demonstrate the non-imperialistic nature of U.S. political
actions and the friendship and sympathy of the people of the
U.8. towards Iceland.

R LT T
L

d, Renew the Icelanders! interest and faith in NATO by demon-
sirating ils defensive natwre and success in maintaining
pesze, Ey arcueing the Icolanders’ fear of Soviet aggression,
and by stoassing the non-military aspects of HATO,

R
B R T

€. Discredit Soviet-manufactuwred products,
l}e:cpcnsible Ageac

esasene

les; IUSIA, State

f. Tstablish and strengthen Icelandic organizations to ~eaist the
encyoachient of Soviet econcmic, political and cultursl
pressures.

Resyon2ille Agencles: State, USIA, ITA

PEs AL s s s s
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35, While resisting efforts of Iceland to tie improvement of their
security forces to a phase-out of U,S. forces in Iceland, the U,S, should:

B

b. To the extent practicable, wrge and support the expansion of
the Icelandic police force, including police guards at U,S.
installations, to the legal limit (320 men).

Responsible Agencies: State,:::.lDefense
Costs 7100~7200,000 by Defensé gs indicated in par. 35f.

B

Tm:\g\l Immediate

c.

d. Arrange for training suitable personmel of Iceland Fisheries
Patrol and the Life Saving Society in appropriate U.S3. Coast
Guard schools and installations, utilizing this opportunity
to indoctrinate them as to the communist timeat to Iceland
and vays in which they can assist in minimiziug that threat,

Responsible Agency: U,S. Coast Guard (Subject to
............... . approval of Treasury Department)

R T

Cost: Four frainces 120,000, not presently programmed
Tining: Immediate

e Arrange for iraining sultabla personnel of the Iceland Civil
Avistion Administraticn by the 1,5, Civil Aviation Authority
and in CAA approved schools, utilizing this opportunity to
indoctrinate them as to the communist threat in Iceland and
vays in which they can assist in minimizing that threat,

amonsible Agenoles: Stete; T
Cost: 13 trainees 30,000
Timings How in progress

-9 - “foP-sreReT




Summary and conclusions | W, S

The Security Service was formed when the Cold War
had begun, to protect the internal security of Iceland,
to watch the activities of Eastern Bloc representatives
In lceland and to keep an eye on ‘suspicious’
Individuals, that is communists and communist
sympathisers. From the early Cold War period and
well into the 1970s, the Security Service collected
Information of this kind. Furthermore, phone tappings
were permitted on six occasions, based on fears for
the security of Parliament or prominent visitors to
Iceland. No written proof has been found of systematic
long-term political phone tappizgog In the country.
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Summary and conclusions | W, S

The Security Service was small, a group of two to five
Individuals with a limited amount of the necessary
equipment. The legal status of the Security Service
was not obvious. Registration of citizens with certain
political affiliations was not permitted by law and while
requests and court orders for phone tappings look
understandable from the authorities’ point of view,
they do seem excessive at times. Thus, there were
cases in Iceland during the Cold War when the state’s
fear for its own security violated the rights of its
subjects.
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Summary

* 6 cases of authorized phone tapping:

— 1949 (NATO membership)
— 1951 (Eisenhower visit)

— 1951 (Arrival of US troops)
— 1961 (Cod War |)

— 1963 (LBJ visit)

— 1968 (NATO summit)
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Summary 1<|\k!_'\\|?l<lflR\‘l'\'

« Overall, phone tapping of 8 organizations
and companies

— The Socialist Party

— Newspaper Thjodviljinn

— Labour union Dagsbrun

— Socialist Youth Organization

— Organization against the Occupation
— Icelandic Labour Union

— Socialist bookstore ‘Mal og menning’
— Iceland-USSR Friendship Society
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Summary

» Over 30 private phones tapped
— 8 MPs

* On average, phone tappings probably
lasted around 14 days

 Altogether, phone tapping for around 3
months in total during the Cold War?

Odense, 11 Januar 2007

REYKJAVIK UNIVERSITY



